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Che Sanctifying Power of Holy Communion. 





oLy Communion is the food of our soul, and the property 

of food is to increase life. By uniting us with Christ this 

divine food increases the supernatural life of the soul and 

strengthens it to battle valiantly against the passions 
and to overcome them. Who can doubt the sanctifying power 
of this Heavenly Food, when he reflects, that Our Lord Himself 
enters our souls, who out of love to us became man, who amid 
fearful combat and pain struggled for us on Mt. Olivet, who for 
love of us was wounded and plunged into an ocean of suffering, 
who has shed His blood to the last drop for souls and who, not 
satisfied with all this, has continued to abide with us for almost 
2000 years in this Sacred Mystery, who can in truth say of Him- 
self: ‘‘What more should I have done for thee and have not 


done ?’’ 
He, the great and holy God, who has given Himself to us as 


a pledge of His eternal love, knocks at our door and says: ‘“‘Give 
Me thy heart.’’ When pride and haughtiness seek to separate 
your soul from God, your Savior, who has humbled Himself for 
us to the form of a servant, who permitted Himself to be reputed 
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with the wicked, and lowered Himself as no man would have 
lowered himself, stands before you as if saying to your soul : ‘““Be- 
hold I have taken all this upon Myself, to rescue you from the 
abyss in which pride has plunged you.’’ When earthly joys and 
pleasures, luxury and sensuality threaten to intoxicate your soul, 
Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament, who for your sake drank the 
bitter cup of myrrh, the chalice of His fearful sufferings to the 
very dregs, stands before you and enters your soul, saying to 
you: “Behold, I have endured all this to atone for your sen- 
suality.’’ When the enemy of your salvation wishes to purchase 
your soul with the riches and treasures of this world, does not 
Our Lord in the Blessed Sacrament say to your soul: ‘Behold, 
I became poor, in order to enrich you,’’ and offers you Himself 
and the treasures of His infinite love, His everlasting beauty and 
His joys, which surpass all the pleasures of this earth? 


Sweeter Than Any Pleasure. 


Must not the soul be attracted by the miracles of infinite 
love, by its wonderful beauty, by its all-surpassing greatness, so 
that all earthly pleasures, all the allurements of the senses, all 
the treasures of this world appear insipid and empty? Saint 
Augustine says most beautifully: ‘‘How sweet on a sudden was 
it become to me, to be without the sweets of those toys, and what 
I was before so much afraid to lose, I now cast from me with 
joy. For Thou didst expel them from me, and didst come in 
Thyself instead of them, sweeter than any pleasure whatsoever. ’”’ 
If our soul has tasted the love and the goodness which is poured 
out over it in Holy Communion, if the fire of love has inflamed 
it, then will our soul likewise become indifferent to all the entice- 
ments of the world. 

When a person receives Holy Communion with a pure heart, 
with a lively faith and glowing love, when Jesus Christ unites 
Himself with the soul, and the soul by an entire oblation has 
united herself to her Lord, must not the love of God grow strong- 
er, must not our weak love be powerfully strengthened and 
attracted by this center of Love, as the planets are attracted by 
the sun? 


ee 


No union between the Creator and the creature has been de- 
vised so awfully intimate as the sacramental union. Ww. FABER. 
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Jesus with us. 





HE great Sovereign of the new Kingdom of God upon 
earth dwells personally, though altogether mysteriously, 
in our midst: here shines the sun of divine goodness and 
infinite love, here is the fullnes of all that is good and 

beautiful, of all that is deserving of our love, here gushes the 

inexhaustible fountain of grace and mercy, here flourishes the 
paradise of devout souls, where they seek and find their joy in 
the midst of an unhappy world. 

As the angels hover around the throne of the Lamb, as the 
seraphim sing without ceasing their ‘‘Holy, holy, holy,’’ thus do 
these devout souls glorify the great God, so small upon the throne 
of His earthly prison. With the voices of the angels, are blended 
the sweet voices of angelic souls, in all places, and at every 
hour of the day. Prostrated in adoration and lost in the ocean 
of the love of God for man, these angels in human flesh have 
found in the most Holy Sacrament a heaven on earth. 


Examples of the Saints. 


The ancient hermits, who had given up every intercourse 
with their fellow-men, took the body of the Lord with them into 
holy solitude, where forgetful of themselves, they spent their 
days and nights upon their knees in adoration before their Lord, 
stretching forth their hands to Him imploring mercy for the sin- 
ful world. 

How eloquent Holy Communion made a S¢. Chrysostom 
(+409), what a fire It enkindled in his heart; how powerfully his 
words attract to the love of Jesus inthe Blessed Sacrament. Af- 
ter Holy Communion he felt as strong as a lion to fight against 
the enemies of Christ. 

St. Benedict (+543) when dying had himself carried to the 
altar, where he had so often prayed; he received the body of the 
Lord, and with hands upraised, absorbed in adoration of the most 
Blessed Sacrament, he breathed forth his beautiful soul. 

St. Wenceslaus, Duke of Bohemia (+958), who while praying 
before the altar was assassinated by his pagan brother, had such 
great love for the Blessed Sacrament, that he gathered, with his 
own hands, the wheat and grapes, baked the hosts and pressed 
the wine. The flames of divine love extended even to his body, 
that as we read, the snow lost its coldness beneath his footsteps. 

‘My God and my all’’ was the exclamation of love of 
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St. Francis of Asstssi (+1227), who always took up his abode as 
near as possible to a church, whose favorite resort was the taber- 
nacle, who spent whole nights on his knees before the Blessed 
Sacrament. O glowing Seraph in mortal body, inflame our 
hearts with the ardor of thy love! 

The holy king, outs of France (+1270), knelt for hours 
with so much devotion before the Blessed Sacrament, that all 
who saw him were deeply moved. While in a foreign land 
during the second Crusade, he was stricken with pest. When 
the priest approached him with the Blessed Sacrament, he gath- 
ered up his remaining strength, threw himself at the foot of his 
bed and received his Lord as Viaticum, amid tears of joy and 
heavenly bliss. 

Our Lord said of St. Gertrude (*1302),that it was His greatest 
joy to dwell in her heart and that at the time she lived upon 
earth no one was dearer to Him thanshe. Whatever St. Gertrude 
did or wherever she was, her heart was always turned to the 
Blessed Sacrament. 

St. Francts Borgia (+1572) felt himself so powerfully drawn 
to the Blessed Sacrament, that he knew at once the spot where 
It was preserved, as soon as he came into a church. 

The angelic St. Aloysius Gonzaga (+1501) had to be forbid- 
den to remain too long before the Blessed Sacrament, because 
the strength of his feelings consumed his frail body. ‘‘Depart, 
depart from me,’’ he said tenderly to Our Lord, when obedience 
forced him to leave the church. 

Father Balthasar Alvarez knelt whole nights, praying before 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

What a wonderful love for the Blessed Sacrament did not 
the great spiritual master S¢. /rancis de Sales implant in the 
heart of his illustrious spiritual daughter, S¢. /rances de Chantal 
(+1641). How many thousands of others have his writings inflamed 
and inspired with love for our dear Savior! 

St. Francis Regis (+1640) in spite of his almost uninterrupted 
missionary labors, spent every free moment before the taberna- 
cle. If he found the church door locked, he tarried outside in 
the cold and rain to pray. 

Father Olier, founder of St. Sulpice (+1657), when going 
through Paris, chose those streets where there were the most 
churches, in order always to be near the tabernacle. One day 
he found the doors of Notre Dame closed, and looked through a 
crevice. On seeing the burning lamp he exclaimed, ‘‘Ah, how 























TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 69 


happy you are to be perpetually consumed for the honor of God 
and to burn constantly for His glory!’’ His whole life was con- 
sumed in loving ardor for the Blessed Sacrament, and he was 
untiring in his efforts to promote this devotion. 

St. Vincent de Paul (+1660) never left or returned to his 
dwelling without visiting the Blessed Sacrament. There he re- 
mained prostrate before the altar, with so much reverence, that 
a new love for the Blessed Sacrament was enkindled, even in the 
hearts of the most indifferent who saw him. 

Who can describe the love and devotion of St. A/phonsus 
Liguori (+1787) for the Blessed Sacrament! The most eloquent 
witnesses of the ardor of his heart are the fervent prayers he has 
left, and which are still used by thousands of pious persons. 


The Holy and Prudent Virgins. 


And shall we not also remember those prudent virgins, who 
during their whole life, held the burning lamp of love and devotion 
in their hands, awaiting the Bridegroom : St. Agnes, St. Catherine, 
St. Scholastica, St. Clara, St. Hildegard, St. Mechtild, St. 
Theresa, St. Mary Magdalen de Pazzi—and all the other beauti- 
ful and pure spouses of the Lamb, whose favorite resort on earth 
was in the immediate vicinity of their Beloved in the tabernacle, 
where He looked upon them through the lattice of His prison? 

Who could name all those, who sought and found their only 
delight in the Blessed Sacrament, who hastened to the church 
every hour of the day and night, when God's angel, invisible by 
their side, whispered softly to their hearts, ‘“Come let us adore !’’— 
Venite adoremus ! 

But why speak of ancient times? Numberless churches scat- 
tered all over the globe, from the imposing cathedral, down to 
the humblest little chapel—in city and hamlet, where Christians 
dwell, houses cluster around the church, where He dwells, whose 
“delight is, to be with the children of men.’’ Who can count 
the thousands of adorers that, at the public services and singly 
and alone, at all hours, kneel before the Blessed Sacrament, to 
adore and praise, in union with the angels, their Supreme Lord, 
truly concealed beneath the lowly species. 

There are convents, too, which lie solitary, quiet and hidden, 
secluded from the noise of the world. There reigns a holy still- 
ness, a holy peace, a holy joy. In the midst of these quiet cells, 
is placed the smallest cell, the Most Holy in the sanctuary: the 
tabernacle, the prison of love, an earthly throne of God in the 
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midst of heaven on earth! O blissful abode for angelic hearts in 
human breasts ! 
Sublime Vocation. 

Incomprehensibly great is the dignity of a priest. He stands 
in the closest relation to the most Blessed Sacrament. Without 
the priest there would be no Eucharist: without the priest It 
could not be dispensed. What power and dignity the priest 
possesses, but also what a heavy burden and responsibility. 

For devout maidens there is likewise no more sublime and 
desirable vocation than to be a Sister of Perpetual Adoration. 
She stands in the closest relationship with the Blessed Sacrament, 
indeed, her whole life is devoted to It. She is the happy soul 
who day and night has access to the throne of God; who sits at 
the Lord’s feet, she is the one chosen among thousands, who of- 
fers the Lord the homage of her sweetest praise and receives the 
most precious gifts from His hand. Happy, unspeakably happy 
is the Sister of Perpetual Adoration, who comprehends the spirit 
of her vocation and lives according to it. 

We hereby cordially invite devout young ladies, to take up 
their abode near the tabernacle, to dedicate their young lives to 
our dear Lord in the Blessed Sacrament. We mention a few 
points to be taken into consideration. Candidates must be from 
good families, should be devout and innocent, and are admitted 
from the sixteenth to the twenty-sixth year of age. They must 
also be healthy in body and mind. 

May the Heavenly Spouse in the tabernacle grant the grace 
of this sublime vocation to a great number of souls. 


>< 


Please take notice of our beautiful frontispiece, representing 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, and the picture of the Immaculate 
Heart of Mary on the last page. 

Both these pictures we Keep on hand in large sizes for fram- 
ing, measuring 19 x 25 inches. 

Saered Heart of Jesus, price $0.30 

Immaculate Heart of Mary, .30 

Both together, post paid, .50 














TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 71 


Our Holy Father Pius X. 





UR present Holy Father is distinguished especially by his 
great devotion to the Blessed Sacrament. On the eve 
of his election, the pious Cardinal was seen to hasten 
before the tabernacle and to pray there for a long time. 

On the day of his solemn coronation in the great basilica of 
St. Peter, he tarried so long in prayer before the Blessed Sacra- 
ment, that those around him looked at one another puzzled. 
No one dared disturb him and yet it must be done, for the already 
lengthy ceremonies could no longer be delayed, as a multitude of 
50,000 persons were kept waiting. An eye-witness who assisted 
at the Holy Father’s Mass, writes: ‘‘This morning I was invited 
to attend Mass said by his Holiness at seven o’clock in the Pauline 
chapel. I saw Pius X. celebrate the Holy Sacrifice with so much 
devotion, so much recollection, with such grace and majesty, as 
is peculiar only to himself.’’ 

Remarkable are the beautiful, manly, courageous, yea, one 
might even say glowing words, which our Holy Father while 
still Patriarch of Venice, addressed to a little deputation which 
had come to congratulate him on account of the initiative he had 
taken to the great Eucharistic Congress held at Venice in 1896: 
“Christ is King and Lord,” he said enthusiastically, ‘‘and it 
ts of the greatest importance to call this to memory in these 
our times. He is the King and Lord not only of individual 
persons and families, but of the entire human society, of all 
nations and peoples. And because He is King and Lord, He 
must also reign.’’ 

The days of the Congress itself he termed “‘the glorious days 
of Venice.’’ And turning to the Baron of S...., who had just 
returned from Paray-le-Monial, he said, ‘“The Congress shall be 
a public protest against the contemptuous ignoring of our Lord’s 
words spoken to Bl. Margaret Mary Alacoque: ‘I desire to reign 
and will reign in spite of Satan and all those who will oppose 
Me!’’’—“‘I will do all in my power,’’ added the Cardinal, ‘‘to 
advance the kingdom of Jesus Christ, cost what it may.’’ 

“‘These words still resound in my ears,’’ adds the reporter, 
“‘and now that the former Patriarch sits upon the chair of Peter, 
they will fall with so much the greater weight upon the whole Chris- 
tian world. The value the Holy Father set upon Eucharistic 
Congresses, the holding of great, public, and solemn functions, in 
which priests and laity, great and low, vie with each other to 
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honor the Blessed Sacrament,—he expressed himself forcibly in 
a special pastoral letter, inviting priests and people of his Patri- 
archate to take part in the great Eucharistic Congress of Venice. 

It begins with the words, which so well express the profound, 
noble and exalted sentiments of the present Head of the Church, 
the former Patriarch of Venice: ‘‘Among all joys the soul can 
experience there is one which is the noblest, purest, and most 
blissful, and it consists in this: to return love and gratitude 
with most tender attention and in every possible manner with 
which a grateful heart can be inspired, to him who has done good 
to us; for benefits have a rightful claim thereunto, and love 
demands a return of love. You cannot imagine, how great is my 
joy, to be able to announce to you, that with the approval and 
blessing of our Holy Father Leo XIII., a Eucharistic Congress will 
be held in Venice the coming year, in order to show every possi- 
ble honor to Our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, Who in this 
Sacrament has united all the unspeakably great marks of His love. 
Iam positive that you will share my joy, and from today render 
humble thanks to Our Lord, who gives you such a beautiful 
opportunity, to correspond by your love, to this greatest Mystery 
of love.’’ 

How intimately Pius X. as pastor was united with his Lord 
and God in the Blessed Sacrament, is related by his brother 
Angelo: My brother rose at five o’clock. While he was pastor, 
he opened the church himself. To some pious persons who 
asked him why he performed the duties of sacristian, while the 
latter slept comfortably, he answered, ‘‘Let the poor man sleep! 
When I am old and feeble, I will stay in bed and he will open 
the door in my place.”’ 


> 


Would You Do Tt for $100,000? 





During the siege of Paris in the year 1870, a Christian 
Brother attended, with exceptional devotedness and care, a poor 
soldier who was stricken with small-pox. An eye-witness of this 
heroic act said to him: ‘“‘Brother, I would not do what you are 
doing for 10,000 francs.’’ ‘‘And I,’’ replied the brother, ‘‘would 
not do it for 100,000 francs.’’ Then, with great tenderness, he 
pressed to his lips the crucifix and added with an angelic smile: 
“IT do it for Jesus Christ.’’ 
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But would you, dear reader, do what Jesus Christ did for you 
for $100,000? Reflect upon what He did for you on the cross, and 
what He still does in the Blessed Sacrament. For 1900 years, 
silent and despised by millions of men, He here sacrifices Himself 
and offers Himself as food, under the lowly appearance of bread. 
And He does so most joyfully for yoursake. What would it take 
to induce you to do so much for Him, even for the space of one 
week? Should it then be too much for you truly to love Him in 
the Blessed Sacrament, often to visit Him, and frequently to 
receive Him in Holy Communion? 


>) 


Two Misers. 





In southern Italy there died not long ago, a woman who had 
been exceedingly miserly. She possessed a magnificent garden 
surrounded by a high wall. In this garden grew the choicest 
orange and fig trees, delicious grapes and berries. The fragrant 
odor that wafted over the garden wall was a temptation to many 
a one, but woe to him who dared toclimbover. A ferocious dog 
would immediately have sprung upon him. Not once in her life 
had this woman given to any one a single berry from her garden, 
and what is more strange still, she herself never ate any of the 
fruit until it was half rotten. Year after year, everything went to 
waste, because she was too avaricious to touch even a berry. 
Consequently everything that grew there was devoured by snails, 
bugs,’and ants. 

There is another miser who acts by farmore foolishly than did 
thiswoman. The miserable woman at least guarded her treasures 
and claimed possession thereof, but the other miser daily passes 
by a priceless diamond. He runs and pants for breath in order 
to gain a few pennies, and at the same time ignores the precious 
diamond. Indeed, he would rather starve than pick up the dia- 
mond, although he is well aware what atreasure itis. Who isthis 
miser? It is the Christian who prefers to remain in poverty, in 
the extreme misery of mortal sinand danger of eternal damnation, 
who rather forfeits the joys and riches of paradise, than by 
frequent Holy Communion maintain the state of grace and the 
assurance of eternal salvation. Thousands of such foolish misers 
are now in hell, and how many more are following them? Had 
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they received Holy Communion more frequently, they would 
have gained strength to overcome their passions, to resist temp- 
tations, and would have been saved. However, with haughty 
contempt they pass by the fruits of paradise on the tree of life, 
and do not realize their folly until they enter eternity. 


a - 


Seedtime and Harvest Shall Not Cease. 





*“Seedtime and harvest shall not cease!’’ Harvest time 
never ceases upon earth, but continues during the whole year. 
The grain is harvested in Argentine, Chili, and Australia in Jan- 
uary; in India and Upper Egypt in February; in Lower Egypt 
in March; on the Island of Cyprus, in Cuba, Asia Minor, Mexico 
and Persia in April; in Florida, Texas, Oklahoma, Central Asia, 
China, Japan, Morocco, Algeria and Arabia in May; in the coun- 
tries along the Danube and the Balkan States, in Hungary, Cal- 
ifornia, Kansas, Mississippi, Tenessee, Virginia, Alabama, Colo- 
rado, Missouri and other countriesin June. The harvest begins 
in Germany, Austria, Switzerland, Northern France, Western 
Russia, and the states in the Eastern part of North ‘America in 
July, and in Belgium, Holland, North England, Central Russia, 
and Denmark in August. Sweden and Northern Russia com- 
mence to harvest in September. In the month of October the 
harvest is gathered in Scotland. In November, in Trans- 
vaal and Peru, and in December in “Farther India, New South 
Wales and Birma. 

Thus is fulfilled the word which the Lord spoke after the 
deluge: ‘‘Seedtime and harvest shall not cease!’’ But in a 
much higher sense is this word fulfilled upon the altar in the 
Catholic Church. Here, even in the coldest weather and not 
only in one country or the other, but from the rising of the sun 
even to the going down of the same, the most precious grain is 
harvested, the heavenly wheat, Jesus Christ, and hundreds of thou- 
sands all over the face of the globe daily gather this grain. 


om 


Remark.—Here we wish to remark, that private revelations, according to the 
decree of Pope Urban VIII. in the year 1634 and 1641, in so far as the 
Church has not decided upon them, claim only human credence. 






























Holy Mass Ts the Most Efficacions Sacrifice of Propitiation. 





T is certain that holy Mass can be offered for various 
intentions, and that by one holy Mass many things may 
be asked and obtained from God. One may celebrate 

or hear holy Mass, or have it offered, for the greater glory 

of God, in honor of His Blessed Mother, of the angels and saints, 
for one’s own welfare and salvation, to obtain health, preserva- 
tion from misfortune, forgiveness of sin, amendment of life, the 
grace of a good death. All these blessings may be asked for one’s 
self or for one’s friends, and at the same time the holy Mass may 
be offered for the deliverance of the suffering souls in purgatory. 
In fact the more numerous our intentions, the more abundant our 


merits. 
Theologians tell us how potent holy Mass is as a propitiatory 


sacrifice. Marchantius says, ‘‘This Sacrifice possesses an infinite 
potency to obtain what we ask, because of the infinite value of 
the victim, the infinite dignity of the priest. There isno gift, 
no grace, which it does not avail to obtain. However numerous 
the persons are for whom it is offered, this sacred victim can 
procure the fulfilment of their petitions; and for these reasons: 
because Christ, the great high priest, is infinitely well-pleasing to 
God; because the merits which He offers to God the Father are 
infinite; because His passion, His blood, His wounds, are of in- 
finite value.’’ 

From these words we learn whence the holy Mass derives its 
immense potency. /¢ ts from the exalted dignity of the per- 
son of Christ, Who as the great high priest, Himself offers this 
Sacrifice, and presents to God the merits of His passion and death, 
which are infinite in value. And since Christ offers to His Father 
far more than He asks of Him, how can He refuse His request? 
In regard to the value of holy Mass St. Laurence Justinian says, 
““There is no sacrifice so excellent, so profitable, so acceptable 
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to the Divine Majesty as the Holy Sacrifice of the Mass, in 
which the wounds of our Redeemer, the humiliations He endured, 
the scourging and other tortures, are offered up to the Father. 
In it He beholds the sacred humanity of His Son, Whom He sent 
into the world that through His intercession sinners might find 
pardon, the fallen might be raised up, the just might receive the 


gift of eternal life.’’ 
The Most Precious Offering. 


Wherefore when the priest, and the people who hear his holy 
Mass, present to the Eternal Father the sufferings and merits of 
Christ, in virtue of these gifts their petitions will be granted. 

As a matter of fact what we offer to God in holy Mass 
ts more than what we ask of Him in prayer; therefore it 
seems almost impossible that we should meet with a refusal. Be- 
cause we ask for heavenly or earthly things; but what we offer is 
divine and of priceless value. Can we imagine that God, Who 
cannot be outdone in generosity, Who promises to recom- 
pense even a cup of cold water, will make us no return when we 
present to Him the chalice of the blood of His first-born Son, 
shed anew in the holy Mass, which cries to Him for grace and 
mercy on our behalf? 

After the Last Supper Our Lord said to the apostles, ‘*Amen, 
amen, I say to you, tf you ask the Father anything in My 
name, He will give tt you’ (St. John xvi. 23). What more 
suitable time for presenting our petitions to the Father in the 
name of His Son than during holy Mass, when we present that 
Divine Son in person, when we offer Him to the Father, and with 
Him all the supplications which He uttered upon earth? St. 
Bonaventure says, when a great general is taken prisoner, he 
is not set free unless a heavy sum is paid for his ransom. So 
we, who hold Christ a prisoner in holy Mass, will not let Him go 
until He grants us forgiveness of sin and the promise of eternal 
life. When the priest elevates Our Lord in the Sacred Host, 
it is as if he call thus to the people, behold, He Whom all 
the universe cannot contain is a prisoner in our hands. We 
will not let Him go until He grants our petitions. We may in 
this case follow the example of Jacob, and take his words upon 
our lips, ‘‘I will not let Thee go except Thou bless me’’ (Gen. 
xxxii. 26). Thus St. Bonaventure. 


The Wite with the Cruel husband. 


In the chronicles of the Capuchin Fathers we read, that 
in1582, there lived in Spello a lady, the wife of a very rough 
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man, who treated her cruelly, and every day put some fresh af- 
front upon her. After enduring this miserable state of things for 
several years she began almost to despair. One day two Capu- 
chins, Brother Lactantius and Brother Francis of Nursia, knocked 
at her door and asked an alms. The poor woman invited them 
in and amid tears told them of her great distress. The religious 
consoled her and advised her, to endeavor to assist at holy Mass 
daily, and during the Holy Sacrifice to offer up her trials to Al- 
mighty God. They assured her, that in virtue of the holy Mass, 
the husband’s heart would be softened and he would treat her 
more kindly in future. The woman thanked them for their good 
advice, and promised, as far as possible, to act upon it. 

But her husband was so hard-hearted towards her, that he 
would never allow her to go to holy Mass on week-days, and 
the lady, much to her distress, was unable to follow the advice 
of the two monks. Not long after it happened, that her husband 
had to go on a long journey, and during his absence his wife 
availed herself of the opportunity of hearing Mass everyday. She 
did so with great devotion, earnestly commending herself and her 
cruel husband to God during the Holy Sacrifice, imploring Him 
to bring her husband to a different state of mind. Unfortunately 
the latter returned home sooner than he was expected. When, 
in answer to his questions, the servant informed him that his wife 
was at church, and that, while he was away, she had been in the 
habit of going to holy Mass daily, he flew into a rage, and witha 
frightful imprecation, threatened to kill her. Upon her return 
he seized the poor woman ‘by the thrvat and tried to strangle 
her. In her anxiety the unfortunate woman raised her heart to 
God, and besought Him, in virtue of the holy Mass, not to per- 
mit her to be strangled. And, behold at that same moment God 
came to her assistance. The hands of the enraged man suddenly 
stiffened, so that he was neither able to strangle the woman nor 
withdraw his hands from her. This infuriated him the more, he 
declared his wife to be a witch, and tried with all his strength to 
kill her. 

This obduracy increased the wrath of God against him; his 
hands became cold as stone, rigid and immovable. Then at last 
he recognized the Divine chastisement, bewailed his sins, prom- 
ising his wife to amend, if by her prayers she would release him 
from this punishment. His wife not believing his promise, 
thought within herself, that she had rather live with a cripple 
than with a cruel tyrant. At length the man faithfully promised 
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to reform his wicked life and treat her kindly for the future. 
Then they both appealed to the mercy of God, made vows and 
promises, not desisting until their supplications were heard. 
This severe chastisement had the effect of inducing him to aban- 
don his impious course of life, to treat his wife kindly, and fre- 
quently and devoutly to assist at holy Mass with her. 

This proves the truth of Molina’s words, ‘““Through the Holy 
Sacrifice of the Mass, so precious in itself, so acceptable to God, all 
that is necessary for our salvation may be obtained from God, 
from His Blessed Mother, and from the saints. And by no other 
means can we obtain what has been denied to us in holy 
Mass. 

ae Why Our Petitions Are Not Always Granted. 

Here it may be asked how it is that, inspite of the immense 
value of holy Mass, the petitions are not always granted. If we 
do not receive what we asked for, we tnfallibly receive something 
else that ts more beneficial for us. And if this is not bestowed 
upon us immediately it will be given us in God’s goodtime. Many 
graces are of such magnitude that not one or two, but many holy 
Masses, devoutly assisted, are required. 

When St. Gertrude asked Our Lord how it was that her pray- 
ers were not always granted, He replied, ‘“‘If I, the unsearchable 
Wisdom, do not always grant thy petitions according to thy desire 
I give thee something more profitable, for by reason of human frailty 
thou art unable to tell what is best for thee.’’ Another time the 
Saint asked Our Lord, ‘‘What good do I do to my friends by 
praying for them so much, since I perceive no betterment in 
them?’’ He replied, “‘Do not wonder at not seeing any appar- 
ent fruit of thy prayers; I, in My eternal wisdom, dispose of them 
so that they will be most productive of good. I say to you, every 
prayer that is offered for any one augments his eternal happiness; 
no sincere prayer ever fails of its effect, although the eye of man 
may not be able to perceive in what way or manner.’’ 


The Locusts. 


He who prays without confidence receives little or nothing at 
all, as the following example will show. 

We read in the life of the Abbot Severinus that a vast swarm 
of locusts having alighted ona certain part of the country, where 
they were devouring all the produce of the soil, the inhabitants 
of the region thus devastated betook themselves to the abbot, and 
entreated him to pray for the removal of this scourge. Compas- 
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sionating their distress, the holy man bade the people assemble 
in the church, and in a forcible address set before them the 
necessity of penance and of prayer. In conclusion he said, ‘“‘I 
know no better means of intercession than the Holy Sacrifice of 
the Mass; I will therefore offer it, that you may be spared the 
loss of your crops. You on your part unite with me in full confi- 
dence in offering this Holy Sacrifice to the Lord.’’ The people did 
as they were admonished, with the exception of one farmer, who 
said, ““You are fools to expect relief in this way. If you heard 
twenty Masses and prayed all day long, you would not drive away 
one single locust.’’ Then he went his way while the others de- 
voutly heard Mass and implored Almighty God to deliver them 
from the plague of locusts. 

When Mass was over and they had finished their devotions, 
they went out into the fields, to see the effect of the holy Mass 
and their prayers. And behold ! totheir great surprise and joy 
the mighty swarm of locusts rose up and flew away. The 
people raised their hands to God in joy and gratitude, and the 
unbelieving farmer, who was there too, could scarcely believe his 
own eyes. But his want of confidence in God was not to go un- 
punished, for the swarm which had already flown some distance 
suddenly turned back and settled upon his land and began to de- 
vour his crop with great voracity. The unhappy man cried to 
God for help, but in vain; the locusts did not depart until the 
entire field was laid bare. 


< 


Ai Mother’s Prayer. 





A widow in England had an only son. When he became of 
age, and gained possession of the property he had inherited, he 
came in contact with a class of frivolous companions, and led a 
wreckless life. The admonitions of his pious mother were un- 
availing. 

One day being informed that her son, as usual, was going 
to the resort of drinking and gambling, the mother used all 
her power of persuasion to induce him to remain away, but in 
vain. He answered simply,~‘‘I wz// go.’’—‘‘My son,’’ she re- 
plied, ‘if you go, I will remain here on my knees and pray to 
God for you, until you return.’’ The young man joined his com- 
panions, but did not find the pleasure he sought. He felt very 
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uncomfortable and was continually pursued by the image of his 
mother, until he decided to leave his friends and return to her. 

He found his mother as he had left her, still kneeling in 
prayer. His heart was touched, he could no longer resist 
her earnest pleadings. Kneeling down beside his mother, and 
putting his arms around her neck, he affectionately thanked her 
for her maternal love. From this time forward he was the source 
of her greatest joy, and the consolation of her declining years. 


>) 


Co Be an Altar-boy, a Great Honor. 





The brave French general, Alfred of Grammont, who sus- 
tained the loss of an arm in the Franco-Prussian war, was a man 
of firm, steadfast faith; he was zealous in attending the divine 
services, and received the sacraments regularly and devoutly. 

In recent years, when the freemasons and other enemies of 
the Church gained the ascendency in France, this brave general 
was discharged from office, because it was his ¢ustom to go to the 
cathedral on Sundays and holydays, and there attend Mass in his 
uniform. In commenting on this subject to an officer, an impu- 
dent fellow remarked sarcastically, ‘‘Why! your general goes 
beyond the limit. Little more is wanting, and he will even 


serve at Mass!’’—‘‘Oh, if he could do that, he certainly 
would,’’ answered the officer, ‘‘but he will not be able to do 
so.’’—‘‘Not be able? why not?’’—‘‘Because in order to serve 


Mass well,’’ replied the officer sharply, “‘he would need both his 
arms, but he lost one of them in the service of his country.’’ 

To serve at the altar is indeed a great honor, as this brave 
general well realized. The office of an acolyte is more exalted 
than that of the high priest of the old law. One who serves at 
the altar is more intimate with God, than are kings and emper- 
ors. In the lives of holy kings, as St. Louis IX. of France, and 
St. Wenceslaus of Bohemia, we read that their greatest joy was 
to serve at a great many Masses. St. Hedwig, Queen of Poland, 
almost envied the little boys on account of the great privilege 
they had of serving at the altar. However, she daily assisted at 
as many Masses as possible, and during her spare time made 
altar-cloths, vestments, artificial flowers etc., for the church. 
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Her precious diamonds and pearls, she gave as ornaments for the 
monstrance. 

Boys at the altar should always conduct themselves in a 
worthy and becoming manner. If an altar-boy, when serving 
Mass, turns his head from one side to the other, stands in a care- 
less position, says the Mass-prayers negligently, and hardly prays, 
not even during the consecration, he grieves the angels that sur- 
round him, scandalizes the children who see his faults, and an- 
noys all who are present. 

Fin Altar-boy Tnvited to Call on the Bishop. 

Once an altar-boy was invited to call on the bishop, who was 
a very kind man. The little boy felt afraid and embarrassed, not 
knowing how to act or what to say. Carefully, very carefully, 
he brushed his clothes and polished his shoes, and took good care 
not to soil them on the way. The bishop received him very 
kindly, and noticing how clean he had kept his shoes, said to 
him, ‘‘Why, my dear boy, how could you keep your shoes so 
clean when the roads are so muddy?’’—"‘Oh, I was very careful 
to pick my way.’’—*‘But this morning your shoes were soiled - 
when you served Mass.’’—‘‘Yes, but I did not know that the bishop 
would be there, or I would have cleaned them before.’’—‘‘And 
do you not know, my dear boy, that when you serve Mass, you 
are before a far greater Lord than I am, before God Himslf, sur- 
rounded by thousands of angels; why then did you not have your 
shoes in good condition ?’’—The little boy burst into tears, but 
he ever after that appeared about the altar with well-kept shoes, 
clean hands and face, and neatly brushed hair, showing how well 
he had profited by the bishop’s remark. 


Sm 


Our Blessed Mother’s Words about Receiving Holy Communion. 


Our Divine Lord appeared one Christmas day to Blessed 
Gereon, a devout religious living on the Rhine. Instead of 
the appearance of bread, Blessed Gereon saw our Divine Lord as 
He hung upon the cross. The servant of God had intended to 
communicate, but after the apparition he dared not approach the 
holy table, deeming himself unworthy. Then the Blessed Virgin 
appeared to him and reproached him for omitting to go to Holy 
Communion saying, “You did not go to Holy Communion because 
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you considered yourself unworthy, but do you think that any 
creature ever could be worthy of such a grace?—I will pardon 
your error this time, but beware of falling into it again.’’ 

What do our young people nowadays say if they are asked, 
why they do not go to Holy Communion at least once a month? 
They do not answer, as did Blessed Gereon, that they are unworthy 
to approach the holy table so often, but, that they go three or 
four times a year and that is sufficient. They donot understand 
the great advantage and necessity of frequent Communion and 
do not in general appreciate this precious gift.—But if the 
Heavenly Mother reproached Blessed Gereon, who through 
humility omitted going to Holy Communion, what would she say 
to those persons who cannot be prevailed upon to approach the 
holy table at least once a month, because they have no desire for 
this Heavenly Food? 


><) 


Ai Turkish Prince Zonverted by the Blessed Sacrament. 





BDALLAH OSERIF, a Turkish prince, had a large number 
of Christian slaves in his employ, whom he had pur- 
chased from a corsair. Among these slaves was a vir- 
tuous young girl endowed with rare beauty. On behold- 

ing her Abdallah was captivated by her charms and resolved to 
force her to renounce her religion and become his wife. Entrea- 
ties, commands, brilliant promises, terrible threats were all 
brought to bear upon the poor young girl. For along time she 
resisted bravely and firmly, but, at length, conquered by violence, 
she yielded, resolving, however, to keep the faith of Christ in the 
secret of her heart, even if it should cost her life. 

Meanwhile it happened, that the father of the unfortunate 
girl, who after the death of his wife had embraced the sacerdotal 
state, while seeking for his lost child, also fell into the hands of a 
pirate of Tripoli and with other slaves was brought to Aleppo. 
Abdallah, without knowing it, purchased his wife’s father and 
employed him in the cultivation of the gardens and farms attached 
to the castle. The young spouse of Oserif bore a heartfelt com- 
passion to the poor slaves and often distributed bread among 
them. Although she did not recognize her father, yet by some 
unaccountable sympathy, she felt for him an affection which she 
could not explain. She attended to his comfort in every possible 
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way and considerably mitigated the inconveniences of his position. 

One day she saw him weeping bitterly. With her usual 
interest in his welfare, she inquired the cause of his sadness. ‘‘I 
weep, noble lady,’’ he replied, ‘“‘not on account of my slavery, 
which your kindness almost makes me forget; but what grieves 
my heart is the loss of my daughter some years ago; this is the 
cause of my tears day and night.’’ He could not continue, his 
voice being broken by sobs. The lady was deeply touched, and 
after a few days, interrogated the good old man about his former 
position, his country, and finally askedhim the name of the 
daughter he had lost. The old man answered her questions with 
simplicity and when he mentioned his daughter’s name, she threw 
herself in her father’s arms exclaiming, ‘“‘You are my father!’’ 

Her father then related, how after he had lost his daughter, 
he had renounced the world, consecrated himself to God, and 
embraced the ecclesiastical state. The heart of his daughter was 
overflowing with feelings of joy and happiness but she begged her 
father to use great prudence and circumspection, that their rela- 
tionship might not be discovered by Abdallah, until she had found 
some means of escape. 

The good old priest yearned with ardent longing once more 
to offer to God the Sacrifice of propitiation, and he begged his 
daughter to procure everything that was necessary for the Holy 
Sacrifice. With loving zeal she secretly gathered together the 
sacred vases, ornaments and vestments necessary for the celebra- 
tion of holy Mass. And every morning he offered the Holy 
Sacrifice in a secluded spot upon a rock, which served as an 
altar. One morning at daybreak, Abdallah left his castle to en- 
joy the pure country air. As he advanced through the fields he 
could see brilliant rays of light issuing from a rock, which coming 
from such an unexpected quarter, greatly surprised him. He 
advanced as far as the rock and there, to his amazement, found 
one of his slaves, vested as a Catholic priest offering the Holy 
Sacrifice. He asked him what it was he held in his hands, that 
emitted those bright rays which he had seen from a great dis- 
tance. Theslave-priest answered, that what he perceived shining 
so radiantly, was the Blessed Sacrament, in which the true God 
is present, Whom the Christians adore, and Who will come on 
the last day to judge all men. 

Moved by the grace of God and influenced by the miracle, 
the Turk implored the priest to instruct him in the mysteries of 
the Catholic religion. A few days later he embraced Christianity 
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and received the waters of Baptism. His wife who assisted at 
the ceremony was so intensely happy that she could no longer 
keep the secret, but divulged to her husband, that the priest who 
had brought him to the knowledge of the true God was her 
father. Abdallah hereupon set them both at liberty, and to grat- 
ify their desire to see once more their native home and country, 
he manned a ship at his own expense and sent them back to 
their fatherland loaded with gifts and presents. He himself de- 
fended the Christian religion with so much zeal, that the Turks 
rebelled against him and condemmed him to death. 


yim 


How Tony Was Convinced. 





It is a characteristic of the Swiss peasant, to defend the faith 
of his fathers. Should any one dare attack him on this point, 
he usually meets his opponent with such striking proofs, that the 
best preacher could not surpass him. 

In the Canton of St. Gall, a peasant hired a servant. The 
latter boasted of having been everywhere and of having seen 
everything worth seeing. He had often come incontact with 
such who mocked and scoffed at religion, and he would no longer 
attend Mass on Sundays. ‘‘For,’’ he said, “‘I can never un- 
derstand how bread can be changed into the body of Christ.’’ 
And how did his master convince him? He pointed to a large 
pile of ground in the field and said to him: ‘‘Now, Tony, out of 
a part of this ground I want you to make some good black cherries, 
out of another, some sweet and sour apples, from another por- 
tion you must produce delicious pears of seven different sorts, 
another part you must change into corn, potatoes and beets, and 
with the rest make carnations and roses for my wife.’’ Tony 
laughed and answered: ‘‘Where is the magician who can do 
that? Indeed, if anyone could transform that ground into flowers 
and fruit, he would be the cleverest man in the world.’’ ‘“‘Well, 
Tony, how stupid you are to speak like that. Look at these trees 
in the meadow, that corn in the field and those flowers in the 
garden. Have not all been planted in the same kind of soil, and 
does not each of them transform the ground into flowers and 
fruit within a short time? Do you not think that Our Lord cando 
more than a blade of grass or a shrub? Is He not able to effect 
a quicker and more beautiful transformation? Why, then, should 
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you doubt that He can change bread into His body? You see, 
Tony, if you had but once in your life used your head to think 
and reason instead of to boast, you could never have doubted this 
sacred truth.’’—Tony hung his head, gave up his infidelity, and 
again became a good Christian. 


a - 


“All Depends on God’s Blessing.’’ 





Not far from the Magdeburg-Leipsic railway station in Leipsic, 
Prussia, there is a small village with a church. Every Sunday 
near the close of services, a young man, a railroad official, step- 
ped into the church for the blessing. Usually he was overheated 
from his hurried walk. During the ceremony he always showed 
the greatest reverence and devotion. A gentleman who was 
much interested in this young man, made his acquaintance. One 
day inthe course of their conversation he asked him the reason 
of his regular appearance at the close of the services, as to arrive 
at that time evidently caused him great exértion. 

The official answered, ‘‘My dear sir, I make this hurried trip 
to get the blessing. It is not possible for me to arrive sooner. 
However, if I hasten my steps just as soon as I am off duty, I ar- 
rive in time for the blessing.’”’ 

Being further questioned whether he esteemed the blessing so 
highly, he answered, ‘‘All depends on God's blessing. At home 
I have an aged, invalid mother, who is not able to go to church 
anymore. But when I return home on Sundays, and greet her 
saying, ‘Mother, I bring you God’s blessing, I have prayed 
for you,’ she is happy. We then together say the prayers of the 
services which I was unable to attend.”’ 


A Reader of Tabernacle and Purgatory writes thus :— 

‘IT had the pleasure lately of meeting a lady who said to me: 
‘There was hardly any. religion left in our family. All we thought 
of was to work and to earn money. We did not think of our 
souls. But by accident I ran across two old, partly torn copies 
of Tabernacle and Purgatory and that wrought a complete 
change in our family life and in our hearts. I think it will prepare 
us to meet God.’ I think this lady is not the only one that found 
help through your booklet.’’ 
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Our Adoration Chapel. 





To those of our readers who are not yet aware of the 
fact, it may be of interest to learn that the perpetual ador- 
ation of the most Blessed Sacrament has been carried on 
during the past thirty years in our convent. At the be- 
ginning of every hour, both by day and night, two or four 
Sisters replace the solitary watchers of the preceding hour, 
and thus is continued uninterruptedly the praise and ador- 
ation of our Eucharistic Lord in the Sacrament of His love. 

By repeated strokes of lightning our former adoration 
chapel was rendered unsafe, and consequently had to be 
torn down. Though the new chapel is still incomplete it 
has been occupied for the last four years. Our readers will 
rejoice with us to learn that in the course of this year, 
we expect to complete the interior furnishing of the chap- 
el. The high altar will be constructed of pure white 
marble, embellished with mosaics, and surmounted by a 
magnificent throne, upon which is daily to repose, in 
solemn exposition our Eucharistic King. Benediction of 
the most Blessed’ Sacrament will be given daily, both 
morning and evening, with the express intention that our 
benefactors should participate in the graces and blessings 
which flow so lavishly from the Eucharistic Heart of Jesus. 

Altars to be dedicated to Saint Joseph and to Saint 
Benedict, are also in the process of construction, and we 
expect to erect them yet this year. When the debt rest- 
ing on the chapel is canceled, the solemn consecration will 
take place. Certainly will the Lord hear the fervent and 
ever repeating prayers of the Sisters in behalf of their 
benefactors who, by their offerings have made the erection 
of His beautiful dwelling possible. 

The efficacious remedy for the evils of our times is 
the most Holy Eucharist. Hence the great solicitude of 
our present Holy Father to incite the faithful to a frequent 
reception of the Sacraments and to inspire them with a 
most tender devotion to our hidden Lord in the Taber- 
nacle. That the Blessed Sacrament may be the center 
of attraction to the faithful during holy Mass, all profane 
and secular music has been condemned by him.  ‘‘All 
shall be renewed in Jesus Christ, the Eucharistic Christ,”’ 
is the motto of our present gloriously reigning Pontiff, let 
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the same be also our motto. Let us labor to propagate 
the Eucharistic kingdom, and for this end we request our 
readers to assist us in circulating more and more our little 
periodical Tabernacle and Purgatory, so calculated to 
promote the knowledge and the love of the most Holy 
Eucharist. 


The “Toties Quoties” Indulgence On 
All Souls’ Day. 





His Holiness, Pope Pius X., has granted a plenary indulgence 
on All Souls’ day to all those who habitually wear the St. 
Benedict Jubilee Medal. This plenary indulgence can be gained 
as often as they visit a church or public chapel, and pray at least 
five minutes according to the intention of the Holy Father, 
provided they have gone to confession and Holy Communion. 
The time for visiting the church extends from two o'clock on All 
Saints’ day until six o’clock on All Souls’ day. To make a new 
visit it is sufficient to leave the church and re-enter it immediately. 


Other Plenary Indulgences. 


Those who devoutly wear the St. Benedict Jubilee Medal, can gaina 
plenary indulgence on the feasts of the following Saints :— 

1. St. Maurus, Jan. 15; 2. St. Scholastica, Feb. 10; 3. St. Benedict, 
March 21; 4. St. Placidus, Oct.5; 5. Feast of All Saints of the Bene- 
dictine Order, Nov. 13; 6. St. Gertrude, the Great, Nov. 17; and one on 
any day of choice, once a year. 

All those, who pray the rosary at least once a week, or visit the sick, 
or relieve the poor, or read or hear Mass, can gain a plenary indulgence 
on the following days: Christmas, Epiphany, Easter, Ascension, Pentecost, 
Trinity Sunday, and Corpus Christi; and on the following feasts of Our 
Lady: Immaculate Conception, Nativity of the Blessed Virgin, Presenta- 
tion, Annunciation, Assumption, as also on the feast of All Saints. Con- 
ditions for the gaining of these plenary indulgences : Holy Communion and 
the usual prayers according to the intention of the Holy Father. 

Lastly a plenary indulgence at the hour of death, after the reception 
of the last sacraments, or if they cannot be received, upon making an act 
of perfect contrition and invoking with one’s lips, or at least in the heart, 
the holy names of Jesus and Mary. 

Besides these there are many partial indulgences attached to the de- 
vout wearing of the St. Benedict Jubilee Medal. Whosoever prays for the 
extention of the Benedictine Order obtains a share in all the good works 
performed in the Order. The Medal can also be enriched with the Papal 
Indulgences. 

Caution. 


We hereby wish to caution the faithful against imitations of the St. 
Benedict Jubilee Medal. Only those Judilee Medals which are struck by 
the Abbey Monte Cassino, Italy, the Mother-house of the Renedictine Or- 
der, have the privilege of the Zoties Quoties Indulgence. We receive our 
Medals direct from Monte Cassino and all those that want the St. Benedict’s 
Jubilee Medal should inform us in time. 
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A Guardian Angel's Solicitude. 


CHARMING as well as creditable story is told by the re- 
nowned Jesuit, Father Coret. He writes :— 

A zealous missionary of our Society, a man distinguished 
for his virtues, informed me of a favor he had received 
from an angel, the details concerning which he has left on record. 
“It was in 1638. Once at midday, a nobleman came to Arras , 
in great haste to see me. ‘Brother,’ he said to the porter, ‘I 
know that I come at an unseasonable hour as the fathers are now 
taking their midday repast, but I also know that no person will 
be troublesome to them, if a good work is in question. I wish 
to speak to Father N.’ The priest came. No sooner had he 
seen the stranger than the thought struck him: this is an angel. 
The heavenly appearance, the majestic bearing, and the angelic 
demeanor of the young man, were most striking. He seemed to 
be about twenty-five years of age. His countenance was fair, his 
eyes exceedingly kind, his hair blond, his features mild and deli- 
cate. His robe was of fine texture, a silver belt hung from his 
scarf, and his sheath was of gold. The noble visitor apologized 
for coming at that inconvenient time. ‘But’ he added, ‘the zeal 
with which you labor for the honor of God and the salvation of 
youth, urges me to leave nothing undone when the innocence and 
perhaps the eternal salvation of one of your pupils is in peril. 
You are acquainted with the the youth, N.?’ This was a young 
nobleman, sixteen years of age, adorned with virtue and great 
personal beauty, so that he was an universal favorite. ‘I know 
and love the boy,’ answered the priest. ‘But, are you well ac- 
quainted with him?’ ‘Certainly,’ said the priest. “His mother 
is a widow who loves him tenderly.’ ‘But do you know him wel/? 
Oh, how you would love him if you knew him asI do! Heisan 
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angel, but, alas! into what danger of temptation he will be led 
today. He has been invited toa banquet. If he goes, it will be 
at the price of his innocence, he will suffer an irreparable loss!’ 

“‘The priest naturally was surprised at this statement. An 
extraordinary fear mingled with sweetness had come over him. 
He asked the stranger, who he was, whence he had come, if he 
had been long in the city, how he had made the acquaintance of 
the youth and how he had learned of the snares which had been 
laid for him. But he received no other answer than, that the 
youth was as pure as an angel, that he was very dear to God, and 
that his guardian angel was most solicitous to preserve the boy’s 
innocence. Then he added, ‘Let it suffice for you to know that 
I have been in Italy, England, and other countries. Often am I 
in the midst of those who would lead him astray. I come in the 
name of God and conjure you to prevent so great anevil. Be 
convinced that as the demons exert all their power to corrupt 
youth, the guardian angels likewise do their utmost to protect 
them.’”’ 

The stranger then bade the priest farewell and the latter 
hastened to inform the mother and son of what had happened. 
Then the priest made a search for his distinguished visitor, but 
he was never seen again. Who can doubt, that this was the 
youth’s guardian angel? 

ae 


St. Michael. (Feast Sept. 29.) 





The history of the world is replete with instances which 
testify to the most condescending solicitude of the great Arch- 
angel for mankind during the time of their pilgrimage here on 
earth. And it is an universal belief that the Church of God has 
been placed under his special protection. This all-important 
office commenced with the beginning of the earthly paradise. St. 
Ambrose says, that God sent St. Michael to lead Adam into the 
garden, to direct him and to converse with him in a visible form. 
(Corn. a Lap.) After their fall, St. Michael drove our first par- 
ents out of the garden of delights and placed cherubim at its 
entrance. From St. Michael, Noe received the revelations con- 
cerning all the circumstances of the deluge. By him was Abraham 
called the father of the people of God and received the wonderful 
promise. It was he who protected and instructed Jacob, as is 
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St. Michael. Israelites. 

God revealed to St. Michael all the intentions of His justice and 
mercy to His people, as the prophesies of Daniel and Zacharias 
testify. The same angel protected or struck the Israelites, drew 
the sword or placed it again in the scabbard, according as_they 
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were faithful or obstinate. Lastly, in the time of the Machabees 
we see this great heavenly prince, as protector of the children of 
Israel appear visibly, in white garments, upon a fiery steed, with 
golden armor and a spear in his hand (2 Mac. 11, 8). 

As the people of Israel, according to the testimony of the holy 
fathers and most learned expounders of holy Scripture, received 
the most wonderful proofs of his protection before the coming of 
the Messiah, we can not doubt that he now protects the holy 
Church with even greater assiduity. The holy fathers recognize 
a type of the church in the woman of the Apocalypse who is 
defended by St. Michael, that when she should be delivered, the 
dragon might not devour her son (Apoc. 12). Under the new 
law, as under the old, is St. Michael the representative of the 
Most High and the prince of His people, always ready to help 
them, therefore, Daniel says: ‘‘Michael, the great prince, who 
standeth for the children of thy people.’’ 

The veneration of the holy angels and especially that of St. 
Michael, is, according to the testimony of St. Alphonsus, a special 
sign of predestination. St. Michael, the archangel is :— 

1. The servant of God in the government of the Church. 
Let us pray that through his intercession the persecution of the 
Church, by which so many lukewarm souls are led to fall away, 
may cease. 

2. Heis the vanquisher of Satan. Let us invoke him in 
temptations against faith and virtue, and often repeat the prayer 
of the Church: ‘‘Holy Archangel Michael, protect us in the 
battle, that we may not perish at the terrible judgment. Come 
to the assistance of the people of God !"’ (100 days’ indulgence. } 

3. He is the angel of pardon and contrition, because he 
presents to God the most sincere repentence of humble and con- 
trite hearts. On this account we daily confess our sins to him in 
the confiteor. 

4. He is the protector at the hour of death. 

According to St. Thomas Aquinas, St. Michael is the guard- 
ian angel of the reigning Sovereign Pontiff. 


os - 


The Academy re-opens September 8, 1909. 
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Awe-inspiring yet Consoting. 





HE following remarkable incident is related by St. John 

Climacus, that eloquent preacher, who by his sermons 

converted thousands :—‘*About the year 1663, I delivered 

a series of sermons at Caen, a city in Normandy, where 
I -had previously organized the ‘Confraternity of a Happy Death’ 
under the patronage of the holy angels. On the second Sunday 
of July about 5:30 A. M., I was summoned to the confessional by 
a person who was a perfect stranger to me. I had charged the 
sexton the previous evening not to disturb me before eight o’clock 
the next morning as I wished to have ample time to prepare my 
sermon. But the stranger, who was of a pleasing exterior, 
was so urgent, and persisted so long in his entreaties, that the 
sexton finally yielded. I immediately responded to his call and 
must admit that never before had I witnessed so evident an inter- 
vention of the holy angels in behalf of their clients. 

“The stranger seemed to be about twenty-five years of 
age, of distinguished bearing, who responded to my greeting 
with an apology for thus imposing upon me. He at once ac- 
quainted me with his intention of making a general confession 
in consequence of a most singular occurrence of the previous 
night. ‘It is no delusion,’ said he, ‘it is not the outcome of a 
strongly excited imagination; it is truth, my Reverend Father, as 
you yourself will see in the course of my confession. During the 
past night I was before the tribunal of the Eternal Judge, and had 
it not been for the mediation of my guardian angel, my eternal 
doom would be irrevocably sealed.’ 

‘‘Hereupon he began his confession amid such heart-rending 
sobs and copious tears, that although I. have frequently witnessed 
the profound grief of penitents, yet nothing equaled in intensity 
what I then beheld. Long he remained at my feet, weeping, 
groaning, without uttering a word, as if in momentary expectation 
of death. I tranquilized him, and calmed the anguish of his soul; 
gradually he regained sufficient composure to continue his in- 
terrupted confession. He informed me that on the previous 
night, when called to judgment, he had been charged by the 
demons with the very crimes he had committed during his life. 

** “It appeared to me,’ he continued, ‘that forsaken by every 
one, I was prostrated upon my knees—whether in the body or 
out of the body, I know not—-before the Eternal Judge, Who sat 
upon an elevated throne. Crowds of demons surrounded me, ac- 
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cusing me of my crimes and demanding my condemnation. There 
is no sin which they did not allege.’ 

“‘And then he continued his accusation with such grief 
that I cannot recall it without being much moved. If occasion- 
ally he had omitted the attending circumstances of a sin, he would 
refer to it again saying, ‘I have omitted this or that particular 
which the evil spirits laid to my charge last night.’ One can con- 
clude from this how sincere must have been his sorrow and pur- 
pose of amendment, as also what must have been my sentiments 
when thus admiring the unspeakable goodness of God, so strikingly 
manifested in the conversion of this sinner. The torrent of his 
tears seemed inexhaustible, for they flowed profusely for two hours. 
‘While momentarily expecting to be delivered into the hands of 
my furious enemies,’ the penitent continued, ‘my guardian angel 
suddenly appeared upon the scene, threw himself at the feet of the 
Judge, and in the most tender yet reverent manner, besought 
Him to grant me time for repentance. ‘“‘It is true, O Lord,”’ 
continued my guardian angel, ‘“‘that he has committed all these 
heinous crimes, but Thy mercy, O God of goodness, by far exceeds 
Thy justice. He is still in his mortal body, only in spirit is he 
summoned before Thy judgment seat. Grant him, O Jesus, Savior 
of mankind and Refuge of sinners, time to make a general con- 
fession of all his sins, and forall eternity will we sing Thy mercies.”’ 
Immediately the Judge acceded to this request. Casting upon me 
a look of mingled severity and tenderness, the angel said to me 
that I had received yet a timely respite, but that when an affair 
of such moment is at stake, there should be no needless delay, 
and that therefore I must make my confession immediately. 
Now you see, Reverend Father, how I came to make my confes- 
sion.’ 

“‘The young man could scarcely contain himself for joy when 
his confession was at last ended; and the gratitude which he ex- 
pressed toward God and his holy angel was unbounded. That 
also others might be benefited by so wonderful an occurrence, he 
besought me to relate the whole incident in that day’s sermon, 
just as he had made it known to me, and I faithfully complied 
with his request. But never again did I behold the face of the so 
miraculously converted penitent nor learn who he was.”’ 


x) 
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Fi Noble Servant. 





In ancient times there lived high up in a mountain a poor 
man to whom even the necessaries of life were wanting. One 
day a beautiful young man clothed in rich garments came to his 
hut and asked if he would not hire him to work. But the poor 
man refused saying, “I have nothing wherewith to recompense 
your services, how could I hire a servant ?’’—*‘But I wish for no 
compensation and will moreover furnish my own clothing,’’ 
answered the mysterious stranger. ‘“But I am so poor that I 
have nothing to eat and am myself suffering from hunger.’’— 
‘You need not give me any food nor furnish me with a lodging, 
but I will help you to procure food, I will bring up your children, 
will guard you by night and protect your dwelling. Iam strong, 
dexterous in battle, and will defend you against the attacks of 
wild beasts.’’ The man then accepted the proffered services and 
the young stranger remained with him, serving him faithfully for 
fifty years. Often he saved the poor man’s life, labored with 
him, defended him, warned and protected him, loved him asa 
mother would, but never accepted the slightest recompense. 
The poor man even learned that his servant was descended from 
a great and noble family.—What gratitude and love must the 
poor man not have shown towards his benefactor! But alas, no! 
He was so ignorant and stupid that he never expressed any 
gratitude towards his servant, he never spoke of him, and even 
heaped abuse and insults upon him. 

Who is This Ungrateful Man ? 

Who is this ungrateful man? It is he who does not honor 
and love his guardian angel. Your guardian angel, a descendant 
from the noblest princely family, serves you day and night with- 
out the slightest recompense, bears you more than a mother’s 
love, prays with you and for you, rejoices at your good fortune, 
and does all in his power to lead you to Jesus and Mary and to 
make you eternally happy. Our Divine Lord revealed to his 
servant, the Ven. Catherine Emmerich, that even the greatest 
sinners, freemasons and seducers, are not entirely forsaken by 
their guardian angels, and that when they see that their charges 
will be eternally lost, seek to prevent at least some of their sins 
in order that their damnation may be less terrible. 

The month of September is dedicated to the holy angels. 
On the feast of the holy guardian angel, if possible, receive Holy 
Communion. Pray daily to your guardian angel, pray to him 
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especially in the time of temptation and affliction. Be fervent, 
as are the angels, in visiting and adoring the Blessed Sacrament, 
zealous in assisting at holy Mass and receiving Holy Communion. 


So 


What the Cyrant Dionysius Considered the Greatest Punishment. 


Dionysius, the heathen tyrant of Syracuse, who lived about 
400 years before Christ, had an enemy, named Dion, whom he 
hated bitterly. Having succeeded in securing Dion’s little son, 
Dionysius studied eagerly how he could most grieve his enemy. 
And how did he accomplish his wicked designs? Did he subject 
the child to a slow, torturous death by fire, or did he have the 
boy’s limbs severed one by one, and sent to the father? No, such 
treatment the tyrant would have deemed by far too mild. The 
punishment which Dionysius contrived was this: 

He placed the boy in the midst of bad companions, ac- 
quainted him with the lowest vices, gratified all his desires, and 
ordered that every one must yield to his obstinacy and perverse- 
ness. Dionysius had succeeded wonderfully well in his designs. 
As the boy approached manhood, he gave full vent to his passions, 
and plunged headlong into the most depraving vices and crimes. 
As soon as the tyrant considered him wicked enough, he sent him 
back to his father. When Dion found his son so corrupted in 
morals, he was overcome with grief. He admonished, exhorted 
him, wept over him, gave him the best of teachers, and kept him 
away from the occasions of vice. But all these precautions had 
but one result, to throw the young man into a fury of rage. 
When he found he could no longer satisfy his passions, and that 
he would be forced to amend his manners, he became furious, 
precipitated himself from the top story of his father’s palace, 
and dashed out his brains on the pavement. Dionysius hearing 
of this, rejoiced exceedingly, for he had gained his point. He 
had inflicted on both father and son, the most cruel punishment. 

How many parents are there in our days, who indulge all the 
whims and caprices of their children, grant all their desires and 
permit them to associate with bad companions, as though they 
were taking the tyrant Dionysius for their model! And what 
Dionysius considered the most cruel punishment, they consider 
parental love. 











96 TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY. 


Dear parents, there is by far a better tutor for your children. 
Acquaint them in their early youth with the Child Jesus. Lead 
them to Him where He dwells in the Blessed Sacrament. Be 
strict in having them say regularly their morning and evening 
prayers, even though their prayers be short. Frequently send 
them to the Child Jesus at holy Mass, and above all see that they 
often receive Holy Communion. Exhort them kindly before they 
go to confession, and remind them to confess and amend their 
disobedience, anger and sensitiveness. The Child Jesus will 
make your children good and obedient, so that when they reach 
maturity, they will be to you a source, not of grief and vexation, 
but of joy and consolation. 

os ~) 


Tudians before the Great Chief. 





*““One day,’’ says a missionary, writing about a newly con- 
verted Indian family, “‘the entire family, father, mother, sons, 
and daughters assembled in our church before the most Blessed 
Sacrament. ‘Great Chief’ began the father in the name of all, 
‘Thou art here present; I know, that Thou art here. I donot 
see Thee, but Thou seest and hearest me. Here is my oldest 
son. Make him understand that he is not good. He does not 
obey my commands. There is my daughter, she is not good. 
She is negligent at prayer; she is slothful, when she should rise 
in the morning.’ Having spoken to Our Lord about each of 
his children, he continued, ‘And my wife there is not good: when 
I return from hunting, my dinner is seldom ready.’ Lastly he 
began to accuse himself. ‘Great Chief, you see me too; I also 
am not good, often I am angry with my wife.’ Then addressing 
his oldest son and pointing to the tabernacle; ‘Now, will you 
promise the Great Chief, to become better and obey?’ The son 
promised. Turning to his daughter—‘Do you promise the Great 
Chief to become better, not to be negligent in prayer, and to get 
up at once in the morning?’ The daughter likewise promised to 
do better. The other children and his wife were questioned in the 
same way. Lastly the father promised to better himself, not to 
get angry and to give his wife and children a good example.’’ 

If Christian parents can bring all the members of their family 
to examine themselves in all simplicity of faith in the presence 
of Jesus in the Blessed Sacrament and promise to amend, and if 
the parents themselves set the good example the family will soon 
be a model family. 

















SACRED HEART OF MARY. 






































St. Joseph’s Academy, 
CLYDE, MO. 


A select Academy and Boarding School for Young Ladies 
and Girls, Conducted by the Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual 
Adoration. 

Catholic parents, who desire to give their daughters a solid, 
thoroughly Catholic education, will find it to their advantage to 
direct their attention to this institution. 

The Academy is pleasantly situated in a healthful locality, 
away from the noise and distractions of the city, which circum- 
stance is of great benefit to the pupils. 

The Sisters make it their duty to give the children, entrusted 
to their care, a thorough education in all the necessary branches. 
But particular efforts are made to have them become truly Chris- 
tian and useful members of society. 

First communicants receive special attention and training. 

Young ladies are given opportunity for preparing themselves 
to become capable teachers. 

Opportunity is likewise given for learning church music and 
the Gregorian chant prescribed by the Holy Father. 

Only good Catholic girls will be admitted. 

For further particulars apply to 
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Two Excellent Books. 


BEAUTIFUL WORDS OF THE BLESSED CURE OF ARS 
Bound in eloth, with gilt title - - $0.35 
German Edition - - - - - - .30 


CONSOLING REVELATIONS 
Cloth-bound, with gilt title - -40 
German Edition - - .30 


Mother Superior. 


Tabernacle and Purgatory, 
Benedictine Sisters, Ziyde, Mo. 


Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office at 
Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. 








